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Dom Helder Camara, Archbishop of Olinda and
Recife in the underdeveloped North-East of Brazil,
has caught the imagination of the world by his
description of the situation of the underdeveloped
countries. In Brazil he is denounced as a
communist for asserting the official teaching of the
church and lives in constant danger of assassination.
In 1970 organisations in many countries nomi-
nated him for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Spiral of Violence is Dom Helder's symbol for the
central problem of today’s world : the violence of
poverty which keeps over two-thirds of the world’s
people in a sub-human condition, the violence of
revolt when péaceful demands have no effect

and the violence of repression with which the
powerful try to crush the demands of the poor. The
only escape from this spiral is to bring about
justice, and this book is Dom Helder’'s appeal to all
men of good will to exercise ‘liberating moral
pressure’ to redress the balance between the
developed and underdeveloped countries and
between the privileged and underprivileged in the
rich countries.
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