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British Muslims “need our solidarity,
rather than marginalisation

Why Scotland doesn’t need “a 
legion of Evangelists”

AT LEAST Professor Donald Macleod 
(Footnotes, WHFP 22/5/15) acknowledges 
that, for centuries, we Europeans have turned 
up on foreign shores, “killing native 
inhabitants, destroying their culture and 
plundering their treasures” . He now fears 
“radicalised Muslims” coming over here, but 
fails to connect such militancy with our own 
recent destabilising interventions in countries 
like Iraq and Libya.

This narrows his vision down to one side 
of a conspiracy. He thereby fears “a coherent 
plan to increase the Muslim presence in 
Europe”, one that might even lead to “an 
Islamised France, armed to the hilt and 
waiting to pounce” . His parallel with the Nazi 
(read Muslim) treatment of the Jews (read 
Christians) concludes with the sinister 
scenario: “in the event of Islamic dominance 
in Britain our friendly Muslim shopkeepers 
will have little option but to march behind the 
radicals”.

His remedy is to build up “spiritual 
barriers” with “a legion of formally-ordained

ONE OF the modem manifestations of political 
Islam is as a revolutionary movement that seeks 
to sweep away the corrupt and autocratic 
regimes that hold sway over much of the 
Middle East and North Africa. But before we 
employ the essentialist argument that Muslims 
don’t ‘do’ democracy (Footnotes, WHFP 
22/5/15) we should first ask some basic 
questions. Such as: How have these tyrannical 
regimes come to exercise power? Were they 
elected through free and fair ballots?

Of course they were not. Corrupt and 
autocratic regimes the world over have, since 
the end of the Second World War, been 
installed by either the Soviet Union or the 
United States. Since the fall of the former in 
1991, the latter’s efforts in this regard have 
gone into overdrive. Through militarised 
proxies, or on the back of trumped-up nonsense 
such as Saddam’s non-existent WMD, the US

Evangelists committed to the many Scottish 
communities where Christ is unheard-of, and 
where a passionate Islam would meet with no 
counter-faith”. This, because he fears that 
Highlanders of “a generation that is 
spiritually spineless” might find Islam more 
tempting than they have previously found 
evangelicalism. As such, we might “sleep
walk our way into the loss of all our 
freedoms” .

Leaving aside what indigenous 
Highlanders might make of such a diagnosis,
I wonder how the said friendly Muslim 
shopkeeper, or the skilled hospital consultant, 
feels reading this in their local newspaper? To 
me, its spirit runs tantamount to the 
incitement of religious hatred. I am an advisor 
to senior British Muslims including, for the 
past quarter-century, Dr Bashir Maan of 
Glasgow Central Mosque. Such community 
leaders feel as bad as we Christians do when 
they see their faith being blasphemously 
appropriated by those whose god is not of 
love, but violence. They need our solidarity,

and its allies have visited nothing but carnage 
on the Muslim world, from Jakarta to Algiers.

In doing so, successive American 
governments have feather-bedded their client- 
state elites, who rule with a fist of iron, 
suppressing — and in some cases eliminating 
— indigenous democratic alternatives. This has 
been the modus operandi ever since the CIA, 
aided and abetted by MI6, overthrew the 
Iranian Government of Mohammad Mossadegh 
in 1953.

Democrats, as a rule, do not pick up the gun. 
That has been their undoing in many national 
struggles, most recently in Egypt, where yet 
another strongman, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi, took 
the crown, along with the lives of hundreds of 
civilians gunned down in the streets of Cairo.

Enter militant Islam and its adherents. They 
have no such scruples when it comes to picking 
up the gun. Without a democratic outlet,
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not marginalisation.
For me in this new millennium, I yearn to 

see a deepening understanding of the Cross as 
God’s supreme transformative symbol of 
nonviolence. Jesus told Pilate at his trial: “My 
kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom 
were of this world, then would my servants 
fight” (John 18:36). He refused the disciples’ 
request to bring down fire upon their enemies, 
saying: “Ye know not what manner of spirit 
ye are o f ’ (Luke 9:51-56). He met with 
visiting Greeks (who were “pagans”), he 
spoke of Heaven’s “many mansions”, and 
remarked that “other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold” (John 10:16).

I have learned so much from Donald 
Macleod and hate having to write this letter. 
But I plead with you, and pray, dear Donald: 
don’t push our Muslim fellow humankind 
into a comer. We have no right to make our 
Christ too small.
Alastair M cIntosh  
26 Luss R o ad  
G lasgow  gsi 3yd

sufficient numbers of impoverished, alienated 
young men have done just that, following those 
who promise theocratic justice where the 
secular is absent. When avenues of legitimate 
political expression are closed off, as they have 
been in the developing world for decades, the 
prospect of violent change starts to look like the 
only viable alternative.

The West is reaping what it has sown, and 
shows little appetite for changing its ways. 
Supporting tyrants and their clannish elites, 
then laying waste to their realms when they 
have outlived their usefulness, is not a strategy 
that will win us many friends among the mins. 
This is not a path that will lead to the flowering 
of democracy.
Michael Russell 
3 Old Kyle Farm Road 
Kyi.eakin

PROFESSOR Macleod’s call in his column 
Footnotes for ‘a legion of formally-ordained, 
Evangelists committed to the many Scottish 
communities where Christ is unheard-of’ 
(WHFP 22/5/15) is the last thing Scottish 
communities need to counter militant Islam.

Folk in the communities he refers to have 
heard of Christ, but increasingly have 
rejected Christianity on rational grounds. 
Those aware of the great persecutions and 
atrocities committed in the name of 
Christianity are not going to heed Evangelists

ON 17th MAY 1915, almost exactly 100 
years ago, an event took place on the 
outskirts of a little French village called 
Festubert that plunged Skye and Kingussie 
into mourning as the young men of these 
communities, who were such intense rivals 
on the shinty field, fought and died together 
in the madness and horror that typified the 
battles of World War One. Festubert was on 
everyone’s lips at that time, but memories 
faded and the events of that awful evening 
were largely forgotten.

However, the series of excellent events 
earlier this month to mark the centenary of 
the battle have helped to rectify that 
situation, and the organising committee 
would like to thank all those who supported 
the various activities over the three days. 
These events were poignant, but also social, 
communal, cordial and educational, with 
visitors from all parts of the UK and overseas 
being exposed to our culture, language and 
history. A special thanks must go to Highland 
Council who, despite the austere times in 
which they have to survive, appreciated the 
significance of these events and gave such 
valuable assistance.

Thanks also to all the speakers at the 
conference, the performers at the Friday- 
evening concert, the local schools, the British 
Legion, Skye Camanachd and all those who 
helped make the weekend so impressive and 
so memorable.

The residents of that pretty little French

with their fantastical notions of the soul and 
the afterlife. It is for the state to deal with 
enemies within and enemies without.

In fact, we could do with much less 
religion in public life and much more 
protection of children from proselytisers of 
every stripe.
D es M oore 
10 A llt A’ Tuath 
A rdvasar 
Isle of Skye
LV45 8RQ

village still have a special place in their 
hearts for the Highlanders who fought for 
their freedom, especially the ones who lie in 
the beautifully-manicured cemetery next to 
their houses. One elderly lady said to a 
visiting group “we will never forget what 
these boys did” — and neither should we. 
Ross COWIE AND MURDO BEATON 
(On behalf o f the organising committee)
3 Cnoc M hairi 
V iew field Road 
Portree ivsi 9eu

“Outstanding” 
contribution in 
Portree High
NOW THAT the dust has settled following 
the epic events of the Festubert 
commemoration, I would like to thank a 
number of people for their outstanding 
contribution to the event staged in Portree 
High School on the Friday evening.

When we planned this part of the overall 
weekend, we had no idea that such a 
significant number of people would come to 
see the show. Staging an event of that kind in 
a school games hall presents significant 
challenges and it is to the credit of the head 
teacher and the staff/pupils, along with Peter 
MacDonald who manages the facility, that
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Militant Islam: “The West is reaping 
what it has sown”

Excellent events marking 100 
years since Festubert

T~ tff C ' M F A & s r  Z j - S -  (J~/ P * !S "


